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1. It reminds you of the gospel that saved you from hell and secured you for 

heaven. Considering heaven reminds you that you don’t deserve heaven. Rather, 

all who have sinned deserve death (Rom 6:23). All sinners deserve God’s 

unleashed wrath yet thinking much on heaven and the gospel that secured you 

for heaven forces you to be amazed at the mercy of God who chose you for 

salvation and secured you through His love to be His child forever. Indeed, 

thinking much on heaven is tantamount to thinking much on the gospel. It is 

impossible to really contemplate heaven and how one gets there without 

contemplating the gospel and the results of true repentance and saving faith in 

Jesus Christ. Indeed, the glory of the gospel is, at its fullest, fully manifested in a 

place where the believer is totally separated from the presence of sin.  

2. It reminds you that this world is not your home. Thinking about heaven reminds 

the Christian that this world is not home. A temporary abode it may be. Gadgets 

here preoccupy people on this earth. But thinking much about heaven forces you 

to live not for this life but for the next. How foolish it would be to redecorate a 

room in your house that is on fire! Similarly, how foolish it would be for someone 

to live his entire life for this life knowing that it is only destined to burn (2 Pet 

3:10). Considering heaven forces you to “think on things above” (Col 3:1-2) and 

store up treasures in heaven and not on earth (Matt 6:19-21). 

3. It strengthens you to persevere when times are tough and life is hard. Knowing 

that an eternity of heaven that is totally without pain, suffering, sorrow, or 

mourning strengthens the believer to persevere when living this pain-filled life in 

this sin-cursed world. Though the steps up the mountain may be arduous, rocky 

and, at times, quite toilsome, when the believer finally reaches the peak of the 

mountain to the celestial heaven he will find that every painful, sorrowful, and 

hard step up that mountain of life was totally worth it. Remember the glories of 

heaven when gashed by the glooms of earth. Paul had it right when he penned: 

“the sufferings of our present state are not worth comparing to the glory to be 

revealed in heaven” (Rom 8:18). 

4. It encourages you to store up treasures in heaven, not on this earth. Storing up 

treasure in heaven and not on this earth is a heart issue. Where your heart is, 

there your treasure is. To store up treasures on earth means that your heart is 

preoccupied with this life—the here and now and the immediate gratifications. 

Jesus calls his own to be preoccupied with the eternal home. Don’t live for here. 

Don’t set your heart on the temporary satisfactions that are but shadows when 

Christ is the real substance. Don’t store up treasures here where something may 

be a drop of water whereas Christ is the ocean of ultimate satisfaction. Store up 

treasures in heaven. That is to say, be consumed with heaven. Be preoccupied in 

your heart with heavenly thoughts. 



5. It forces you to consider the glory of God and the enjoyment of immediate bliss 

forever. Thinking on heaven forces you to realize that the glory of God is 

foremost in everything. The glory of God is unhindered and blazing in full-

strength in the New Heavens and the New Earth. The glory of God is brighter 

than ten thousand suns and this glory of God will be the all-satisfying mark of all 

the redeemed in heaven. They will be in the presence of the fullness of God and 

be ultimately, eternally, and overwhelmingly satisfied with the glory of God for 

endless ages. 

6. It reminds you that your salvation is secure and that heaven is certain. Christ 

did not justify a Christian just to save him from sin in this life. Rather, Christ 

saved and secured His own for glorification (Rom 5:1-5; Rom 8:28-30). Those 

whom Christ has justified he will glory (Rom 8:30). Those whom Christ elected he 

will perfect in glory. Reminding yourself of heaven also reminds you that heaven 

is your eternal home and that, for the Christian, home is as certain as the last 

breath you took. The reality of heaven is unbreakably secure because the faithful 

God elected, saved, sanctified, and glorified His children forever.  

7. It provides you with proper perspective so you can share your eternal hope 

with nonbelievers. Musing on heaven provides you with a perspective in this life 

so you can share about the next “life” with nonChristians who ask you to explain 

the hope within you. A hope fixed not in this life necessitates that you live not 

for this life. Put positively, a hope fixed in heaven demands one live for heaven—

not this world. Living this way will leave a way of living life with which 

nonChristians are very unacquainted. Nevertheless, living life with joy, hope, 

perspective, and anticipation will proffer numerous opportunities for the 

believer to share the gospel with folks whose hope is time and time again fixed 

and smashed in this life. The gospel of Jesus Christ takes perspective from hoping 

in this life and firmly places it in the next life. That, then, inevitably gives 

perspective for living this life, namely, in holiness, with zeal, with fervency in 

evangelism, and with lasting and deep-seated joy. 

 


