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“Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sins” (Acts 2:38). So preached the 

Apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost. This does not mean that baptism is an essential 

requirement for salvation but it does signify the closeness of true regeneration and 

believer’s baptism in the early Church. The pattern revealed in God’s Word is quite 

simple: (1) people repent of sins and believe in Christ and (2) they are baptized and (3) 

added to the local Church (see, e.g., Acts 2:41). To help with this, a few notes on 

baptism are necessary. 

 

First, the mode of baptism. The proper mode of baptism as revealed in God’s Word is 

by immersion. The very meaning of the word “baptize” as is used in the NT refers to a 

submerged baptism under water. The Greek word βαπτίζω was used to “submerge fully 

under water” and to “baptize completely.” Not only is this the predominant usage of the 

lexical form βαπτίζω in the first-century NT Koine usage, but it also is the biblical 

example on numerous occasions (Matt 3:16; John 3:23; Acts 8:38-39; Rom 6:1-4). 

 

Second, the recipients of baptism. The NT paints the picture of only believers who have 

personally repented of sin and put their faith in Jesus Christ as the proper recipients for 

water baptism. There is absolutely no biblical support for infant baptism nor is there 

biblical grounds for infants being joined into the church by means of baptism. Baptism 

cannot in any way save any person nor can it ever make them more “savable”—closer to 

redemption later in life. Acts 2:41 speaks of those who “received the word” who were 

then baptized. Acts 8:37-38 speaks of the Ethiopian Eunuch who believed in Christ and 

then was baptized by Stephen. Acts 10:47-48 speaks of the baptism of Cornelius and his 

whole household who heard Peter preach and, after believing, they were baptized. 
 

Third, the timing of baptism. Similar to the previous points, the biblical example is that 

sinners repent of sin and believe in Christ, then they are immediately baptized. This is 

the pattern that Jesus commands of His disciples in Matt 28:18-20. He tells them to go 

and make disciples and then baptize them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. The first act of obedience in the Christian life is public identification with Jesus 

Christ and His body—the Local Church—by means of water baptism. Thus, once a 

person believes, he must obey Christ and immediately be baptized. 

 

Fourth, the meaning of baptism.  Those who are ashamed of Jesus and His Words will 

find on that final day that Jesus is ashamed of them (Luke 12:8-9). The meaning of 

believer’s baptism is identifying with Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection. The 

lowering of the believer down into the waters of baptism symbolizes the death of Jesus. 

The raising of the person up from the waters symbolizes the resurrection of our Lord 

from the grave. Baptism thus shows the believer’s identification with Jesus and with the 



Church.  It is a beautiful act of obedience that every true Christian should be aware of 

and obey as an act of obedience to Christ and as an act of association with His church. 


