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The Lord Jesus, before He left this earth, commanded His followers to remember His 

sacrificial death by means of a meal. The Lord’s table is the regular reminder of Christ’s 

sacrificial death in the place of believing sinners. It demands that its participants recall 

the penal substitutionary death of Jesus Christ on Calvary’s cross. The ministry of 

communion in the local church is important for the following reasons. 

 

First, the ministry of communion should be performed when the church body is 

corporately gathered together. Paul writes that it is good that the church does it when 

all come together (1 Cor 11:17-22). The reason for this is because it is a holy 

remembrance when the body of Christ is remembered as the Father crushed His Son to 

redeem His bride—the Church. Thus, it is only appropriate for the church to remember 

this together as the Church which Christ has purchased with His own blood. 

 

Second, the ministry of communion must always point to the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ (1 Cor 11:23-25). That is to say, it must remember the life and death of Christ. It 

must recall the sinless life and the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ for deadened 

sinners. Without remembering these foundational elements in the taking of 

communion, it loses all value and worth. The ministry is all about remembering. It forces 

the forgetful minds of human beings to think back to the perfect, spotless life of the 

Lamb who was led to the slaughter and how He willfully, sufficiently, effectually, and 

actually redeemed sinners at Calvary’s cross. 

 

Third, the ministry of communtion is a powerful evangelistic tool. In taking communion 

together, the body of believers proclaim the soon coming of the Lord (1 Cor 11:26). 

Jesus said that he will not eat or drink the elements again until the Kingdom (Matt 

26:29). Thus, each time the believers partake of communion the soon-coming of Jesus 

Christ to inaugurate His kingdom on earth is powerfully proclaimed. This is a powerful 

evangelistic tool. 

 

Fourth, the ministry of communion demands that true believers examine themselves 

before partaking and confess all known (and unknown) sins so as to partake in a worthy 

manner (1 Cor 11:27-29).  

 

Fifth, the ministry of communion is so serious that those who partake in an unworthy 

manner eat and drink judgment on themselves and could be liable to physical death (1 

Cor 11:29-32). 

 

The ministry of communion, therefore, must fulfill a central role in the corporate body 

life of the local Church. It must be a frequent meal taken together to remember Jesus 

Christ and his sacrificial death in the place of wretched sinners in need of a substitute. 


