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The highest form of worship in the local church resides in the ministry of the preaching 

of the Word of God. The biblical model for declaring God’s truth to people is usually by 

means of preaching. Preaching is the heralding forth of God’s truth from God’s Word 

through the man of God to God’s people with specific application resulting in Christlike 

living. 

 

The gospels record the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry as focused on preaching 

that the Messiah is coming soon (Matt 3:1). Following John the Baptist’s preaching, 

Jesus enters the scene and begins preaching throughout all Galilee (Mark 1:14, 39). The 

idea of preaching is the monologue where a man of God takes the Word of God and 

heralds it forth with all authority to an audience applying the meaning of that particular 

text to the hearts and lives of the listeners. 

 

The ministry of preaching in the local church must include the following elements. First, 

the preaching must be biblical. This hardly needs to be stated but the content heralded 

forth must be the preaching of God’s Word. Second, the preaching must be 

authoritative. The authority of preaching resides not in the preacher, however wise and 

eloquent he may be. Rather, the authority of preaching comes from the authority of 

God’s Word which contains the authoritative word of God. Third, the preaching must be 

passionate. Charles Spurgeon said: “Preach not calmly and quietly as though you were 

asleep, but preach with fire and pathos and passion.” The word of God must grab the 

man of God in his soul and come forth in every proclamation with power, fire, 

conviction, and passion as he proclaims God’s truth that can save souls from eternal 

damnation. Thus, the driving ministry of the local church must center on the preaching 

of the word of God.  

 

Every ministry must have at its core the faithful proclamation of God’s truth on a regular 

basis. The small group Bible studies must obey the command from God through Paul to: 

“preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 

great patience and instruction” (2 Tim 4:2). This preaching of God’s Word is the primary 

means that God uses to save souls. It is through the preacher that people hear the Word 

and are saved. Paul writes: “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not 

believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they 

hear without a preacher?” (Rom 10:14). Thus, the ministry of preaching must be at the 

foundation of all of church ministry so as to ensure that God speaks to His people 

through His Word. 


