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Prayer is communication with God. God hears the prayers of His own and does not hear 

the prayers of nonbelievers. Prayer is a vital part of the local church because prayer is 

the expression of verbal and heartfelt affections to God. One of the fundamental 

elements in the corporate gathering of true believers together should involve the 

discipline of public prayer. This may include a number of ways. 

 

First, there is adoration. Adoration is expressing worth and praise to God. It exclaims 

that God is great and infinitely worthy of praise and honor. Adoring God’s glory is the 

highest worship man can ascribe to God. Second, there is confession. Confession must 

be the constant and daily practice of the believer in Christ who truly loves Christ and 

hates his sin. This, however, only stems from a regenerate heart who truly hates his sin, 

sin’s effects, its inceptions, and its heinousness against the holiness of God. Even in 

public worship believers should make it the practice to corporately, honestly, and 

verbally confess sins to one another (James 5:16). Third, thanksgiving expresses true, 

heartfelt gratitude to the Lord for (1) Who He is; (2) What He has done; (3) What He will 

do; and (4) the sovereign providence of God over every single element in His creation. 

Fourth, there is supplication and petition. This simply asks God for His will to be done 

on earth as it is in heaven (Matt 6:10).  

 

For the local church to incorporate thee forms of worship in the worship gathering of 

the body of Christ is absolutely imperative for the health and spiritual growth of the 

local church. Prayer brings the regenerate believers to the throne of grace so that 

corporately they present to God the requests at that particular time for that particular 

body resulting in His ultimate glory.  

 

Public prayer not only is helpful for the maturation of the body but it is also commanded 

by God of His church. Luke records the words of the elders in the early Church: “But we 

will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:4). Noteworthy 

is the first element in this construction, namely, they devote themselves to prayer. One 

of the constant elements portrayed in the book of Acts is that the followers of Jesus 

devote themselves to corporate prayer—even amidst hardship and persecution. God 

gives strength to His people in hard times and he welcomes their prayers before His 

throne. Thus, when believers gather together, especially on Sundays but in every 

ministry gathering, the ministry of public prayer must be a core element in that 

particular gathering to the praise of God. 

 


