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Heb 5:1-10 Structural Relations 
 
Πᾶς γὰρ ἀἀἀἀρχιερερχιερερχιερερχιερεὺὺὺὺςςςς ἐξ ἀνθρώπων λαμβανόμενοςλαμβανόμενοςλαμβανόμενοςλαμβανόμενος ὑπὲρ ἀνθρώπων καθίσταταικαθίσταταικαθίσταταικαθίσταται ττττὰ ὰ ὰ ὰ πρπρπρπρὸὸὸὸς ς ς ς 
ττττὸὸὸὸν ν ν ν θεόνθεόνθεόνθεόν, ἵνα προσφέρῃ δῶρά τε καὶ θυσίας ὑπὲρ ἁμαρτιῶν, 2222    μετριοπαθεμετριοπαθεμετριοπαθεμετριοπαθεῖῖῖῖνννν δυνάμενος 
τοῖς ἀγνοοῦσιν καὶ πλανωμένοις, ἐπεὶ καὶ αὐτὸς περίκειται ἀσθένειαν 3 3 3 3 καὶ δι᾽ αὐτὴν 
ὀφείλει, καθὼς περὶ τοῦ λαοῦ, οὕτως καὶ περὶ αὐτοῦ προσφέρεινπροσφέρεινπροσφέρεινπροσφέρειν περὶ ἁμαρτιῶν. 4 4 4 4 καὶ 
οὐχ ἑαυτῷ τις λαμβάνει τὴν τιμὴν ἀλλὰ καλούμενος ὑπὸ τοῦ θεοῦ καθώσπερ καὶ 
Ἀαρών. 

5 5 5 5 Οὕτως καὶ ὁ Χριστὸς οὐχ ἑαυτὸν ἐδόξασεν γενηθῆναι ἀἀἀἀρχιερέαρχιερέαρχιερέαρχιερέα ἀλλ᾽ ὁ λαλήσας 
πρὸς αὐτόν, 

     ΥΥΥΥἱἱἱἱός μου εός μου εός μου εός μου εἶ ἶ ἶ ἶ σύσύσύσύ,,,, 
     ἐἐἐἐγγγγὼ ὼ ὼ ὼ σήμερον γεγέννηκά σεσήμερον γεγέννηκά σεσήμερον γεγέννηκά σεσήμερον γεγέννηκά σε···· 

6 6 6 6 καθὼς καὶ ἐν ἑτέρῳ λέγει, 
     ΣΣΣΣὺ ὺ ὺ ὺ ἱἱἱἱερεερεερεερεὺὺὺὺςςςς ε ε ε εἰἰἰἰς τς τς τς τὸὸὸὸν αν αν αν αἰῶἰῶἰῶἰῶνννναααα 

     κατκατκατκατὰ ὰ ὰ ὰ ττττὴὴὴὴν τάξιν Μελχισέδεκν τάξιν Μελχισέδεκν τάξιν Μελχισέδεκν τάξιν Μελχισέδεκ,,,, 
7 7 7 7 ὃς ἐν ταῖς ἡμέραις τῆς σαρκὸς αὐτοῦ δεήσεις τε καὶ ἱκετηρίας πρὸς τὸν δυνάμενον 
σῴζειν αὐτὸν ἐκ θανάτου μετὰ κραυγῆς ἰσχυρᾶς καὶ δακρύων προσενέγκαςπροσενέγκαςπροσενέγκαςπροσενέγκας καὶ 
εἰσακουσθεὶς ἀπὸ τῆς εὐλαβείας, 8 8 8 8 καίπερ ὢν υἱός, ἔμαθεν ἀφ᾽ ὧν ἔἔἔἔπαθενπαθενπαθενπαθεν τὴν ὑπακοήν, 
9 9 9 9 καὶ τελειωθεὶς ἐγένετο πᾶσιν τοῖς ὑπακούουσιν αὐτῷ αἴτιος σωτηρίας αἰωνίου, 10 10 10 10 
προσαγορευθεπροσαγορευθεπροσαγορευθεπροσαγορευθεὶὶὶὶςςςς ὑὑὑὑππππὸ ὸ ὸ ὸ τοτοτοτοῦ ῦ ῦ ῦ θεοθεοθεοθεοῦῦῦῦ ἀἀἀἀρχιερερχιερερχιερερχιερεὺὺὺὺςςςς κατὰ τὴν τάξιν Μελχισέδεκ. 
 

 

The remarkable pericope in Hebrews 5:1-10 comes immediately after 4:14-16 

where the author exhorts the readers to (1) cling to the confession of Christ, (2) come 

near with boldness to the throne of grace, and (3) receive mercy and find grace in the 

time of need. Clearly this section beginning in Hebrews 5 continues the thought of Jesus 

as the ἀρχιερέα (4:14; 5:1, 5, 10). This theme of Jesus as the ἀρχιερέα will continue for a 

number of chapters as the author shows the utter superiority of Christ’s priesthood and 

his priestly and sacrificial work on behalf of his people. He is, indeed, the cause of 

“eternal salvation” (5:9). 

Regarding the structural elements in 5:1-10 the most important discourse element 

to recognize is the repetition of ἀρχιερέα at the beginning and at the end of this pericope 

Quote from Ps 2:7; cp. Heb 1:5 

Quote from Ps 110:1; cp. Heb 1:13 

Contrasting the 

priesthoods of Aaron 

and Melchizedek 



 2 

(contrast this with how Heb 6:1ff begins—no reference to the ἀρχιερέα until 6:20). The 

theme, then, that the author wants the hearers to realize is that Jesus is the ἀρχιερέα 

because this functions as an inclusion bracketing the discourse of thought together (4:14; 

5:1, and 10). Furthermore, 5:1 reveals that every high priest is λαμβανόμενος and 

καθίσταται for things pertaining to God. Interestingly, this same kind of language occurs 

also in 5:10 where the high priest is προσαγορευθεὶς by God Himself. Though the words 

are different, the meanings are quite synonymous as the high priests are “appointed” or 

“designated” by God for certain tasks.  

As a way of expressing irony and contrast, the author uses the same root word 

προσφέρω to contrast the high priest who had to προσφέρειν concerning sins for himself 

(5:2). But Jesus, however, did not need to offer sacrifices for sins. He προσενέγκας loud 

cries with tears because of the sacrifice he would accomplish for His people. 

Also, Heb 5:5-6 comprise the core of this pericope as the author quotes two 

deliberate and pregnant phrases both from the Psalms to show that Jesus is the supreme 

Son who is also the eternal priest of a better priesthood than Aaron (Heb 5:5 quoting Ps 

2:7 and Heb 5:6 quoting Ps 110:1). Moreover, these two quotations also recall the very 

first chapter of Hebrews where the author dramatically and undeniably showed that Jesus 

is superior to the angels because He is designated as Son (Heb 1:5 also quoting Ps 2:7) as 

well as a high priest from the line of Melchizedek (Heb 1:13 quoting Ps 110:1). (Note 

how these two quotations in Heb 1 function as an inclusio revealing the unparalleled 

supremacy of this priest who is God Himself and worthy of worship.) With all this said, 

Hebrews 5 is carefully crafted by our author in showing that Jesus is the greater ἀρχιερέα 
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and worthy of obedience since he is the source of eternal salvation to πᾶσιν τοῖς 

ὑπακούουσιν αὐτῷ. 


