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Salvation is of the LORD. God began salvation and God is the One who completes it. Salvation is truly from the 
LORD from beginning to end. This gospel message finds its support in the pages of Scripture. The doctrines of 
grace contain the gospel that Church history has confessed to be standard of biblical Christianity. The 
doctrines of grace can be summarized in the following points.

First, man is radically depraved and totally unable to save himself. This first point is foundational and, of course, 
everything else rests upon it. It has been recognized throughout church history the there exists an 
inseparable link between one’s theology proper (the study of God) and one’s anthropology (the study of man). 
God is perfectly holy and man is not. God is righteous and man is not. In God’s eyes no man living is righteous 
(Ps 143:2). There is no one who continually does good and never sins (Ecc 7:20). There is no one who does not 
sin (1 Kings 8:46). Indeed, everyone has broken God’s perfect Law and fallen short of His perfect standard 
(Rom 3:23). All are “dead in sin” (Eph 2:1). Man’s predicament is not one of sickness but of absolute deadness. 
Man is not in need of someone to “help” him but man is in need of God to supernaturally and miraculously 
“resuscitate” him. That man is radically depraved does not mean that man is as sinful as he could be or that 
all humans are equally sinful. There are some moral people who have not sinned to the degree that Adolf 
Hitler has. Nevertheless, the point is that every single human being who has ever lived is born with a radically 
depraved nature (cf. Rom 5:12) inherited from his parents and is unable to do that which pleases God. There is 
“no one who pleases God” (Rom 3:10-20).

Second, because man is radically depraved and totally unable to save himself, he is in desperate need for God 
to save him. And God does just that by his unconditional and sovereign election. This is the theological doctrine 
that states that God powerfully and sovereignly chose particular people to be His own spiritual sons and 
daughters. He did this not based upon any foreseen merit contained in them but solely by His uninfluenced 
grace. Scripture reveals that Christ chose people for salvation not vice versa (John 15:16). Ephesians 1:4-5 
reveals that God elected certain individuals to salvation according to the “kind intention of His will.” This is 
the purpose of God’s election, namely, God’s sovereign decree/will. There is nothing that man can or could 
ever do to merit or deserve that election! How could he since man is radically depraved and desperately 
corrupt in every sense of the term. He is spiritually dead and spiritually rejecting God; how could he, then, do 
something that would make him “savable”? One can see, then, how these doctrines logically build on one 
another. Because man is unable to save himself, God sovereignly chooses particular individuals to be 
recipients of His salvation simply out of his love and grace.

Third, if man is radically corrupt and if God elected certain individuals to be saved, how is this salvation 
actually accomplished in human history? How is salvation wrought? The third element in the doctrines of 
grace is the idea of definite atonement. Many have historically called this doctrine “limited atonement” but this 
can be confusing as it really does not limit the atonement in any way. Advocates of this view believe that 
Christ’s death on the cross actually purchased a limited group of people, namely, the elect. On the cross, when 
Jesus died and bore the full weight of the Father’s ferocious wrath, he actually paid for their sins in full and 
actually accomplished redemption and he actually pardoned them and he actually propitiated the Father’s 
wrath towards them. Those who deny definite atonement affirm the idea that Jesus died “for the world” and 
that, on the cross, Jesus did not actually save anyone but he merely made salvation possible for all. (According 
to this theological position, then, Jesus didn’t really save anyone, he just made it possible. All that is required 
to actually activate and complete the salvation is for that sinner to “believe” in Christ.) The problem is, man 
is so radically depraved that he needs a Savior to actually accomplish and complete salvation for him. If he is 
spiritually dead (Eph 2:1-3) and displeasing to God (Rom 3:10-20) he cannot ever believe in Christ in and of his 
own freewill. He would never do it. He is so radically depraved and God-hating that man would continually 
reject God, trample on His patience, and spit in His face. Again, this shows how the doctrines of grace fit 
together beautifully and how they all stand or fall together. When Jesus died on the cross, he actually “saved” 
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a particular group of people (John 10:15). Jesus came to die “for His people” (Matt 1:21). He actually justified 
His elect (Rom 3:24-26). The meaning of the phrase “It is finished” (John 19:30) finds meaning with this 
theological viewpoint because Jesus had borne the full weight of the Father’s wrath for His people and at the 
end of those three hours of darkness and divine separation, Christ could then say: “all of the wrath that should 
be poured out on sinners is complete—I have paid for it in full.” This is what that verse means. No nonbeliever can 
say that (or else hell would be superfluous).  Therefore, the biblical portrait of salvation is that when Jesus 
died on the cross he actually, literally, and spiritually accomplished redemption for His particular people (i.e., 
the sheep).

Fourth, that on Calvary’s cross, Jesus actually accomplished redemption for His own sheep, how is this death, 
then, personally attributed to the spiritually deadened sinner? It is by God’s irresistible grace. This means that 
those whom God wants to save will inevitably come to salvation. Man’s rejection of the gospel will not—indeed, 
it cannot!—reject the sovereign call of God’s Spirit which draws the sinner to salvation and regeneration. This 
means that those whom God wants to save will be saved. He will save them. They, in their own rejection and 
free-will cannot overcome this supernatural drawing from God the Spirit to the gospel of grace resulting in 
salvation. Jesus said that the Father “draws people to salvation” (John 6:44). It is irresistible in that man’s 
hardened heart cannot thwart God’s saving purpose in bringing redemption to the unregenerate soul. Indeed, 
this theological viewpoint presupposes a few aspects: (1) that man is in fact totally dead spiritually and in 
need of another to save him; (2) that God is wholly powerful and cannot be thwarted by man’s desires or 
rejections (of what some may call “free-will”). Jesus put it this way in John 3 when speaking to Nicodemus: 
“The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and 
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit” (3:8). Those who are born of the Spirit don’t see it 
coming, don’t know where it comes from, and cannot reject this saving and ineffable drawing of God.

Finally, the doctrines of grace, then, in supposing that salvation is wholly “from the LORD” from first to last 
must, then, necessitate that salvation be protected by God rather than the feeble, frail, and fickle sinner. And 
indeed this is the case. The final point in the theological system of the doctrines of grace is that a truly 
regenerate person will be preserved unto the end because of the sovereign, saving, and eternal power of God to keep 
him. The flip side to this coin is that the regenerate sinner will also persevere in his faith until the final day 
when he closes his eyes in physical death and begins his spiritual life in glory. Salvation is “of the LORD” and 
depends wholly on the LORD and the sinner must rely wholly upon the LORD and in His mighty strength to 
keep him and preserve him until that final day. If salvation’s security ever depended upon man and his 
strength and persevering power, man would inevitably lose that salvation because of man’s impotency, man’s 
lust, man’s self-idolatry, and man’s inherent fleshly God-rejecting and God-hating nature. Thus, salvation 
must be kept by God Himself and it must be confirmed and assured by God—not man. Indeed, the Scriptures 
say that He who began a good work will bring it to completion (Phil 1:6). Jesus will make His own stand in the 
presence of His glory on that final day (Jude 24). Moreover, the Holy Spirit is the “Spirit of promise who is a 
pledge of our inheritance” (Eph 1:13-14). God the Spirit who is given to the sinner at the moment of 
regeneration is the eternal down-payment and pledge which gives confident and eternal assurance that 
heaven is the future destiny. Note that the salvation does not depend upon man’s strength but on God’s Spirit 
who is the one guaranteeing the future glorification. 

Indeed, “salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9). God sovereignly designed salvation so that it would bring Him 
the greatest honor and glory in the saving of wretched, hell-bound, judgment-deserving, odious sinners. But 
because of God’s unconditional love, uninfluenced election, sovereign salvation, irresistible draw, and eternal 
protection, dead sinners become trophies of God’s supreme, sovereign, and sufficient saving grace. These are 
the doctrines of grace. This is the biblical gospel.
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